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The Mix

Sports

“Body of Lies” lacks
script to parallel stellar
cast. See page 7

USC, now 5-2, defeats
Kentucky for second SEC
win. See page 12
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Students aid New Orleans
MSN heads South
for Fall Break, helps
in wake of hurricanes
Liz Segrist

NEWS EDITOR

A group of more than 50
USC students lent a hand
over Fall Break to help New
Orleans’ residents recover
af ter Hu r r ica ne I ke a nd
Hurricane Gustav ravaged
the state once again.
To m W a l l , c a m p u s
minister of USC’s Methodist
Student Network, said this is
his eighth time USC’s MSN
has taken a group to New
Orleans to help in hurricane
recovery.
“It’s a good way to leave a
mark and be compassionate.
They gave concrete
expressions of acts of loving
people,” Wall said. “Just
show i ng up a nd doi ng a
little bit to help gives them
hope and encouragement.”
M a ny of t he s t udent s
were a part of MSN, while
others just decided it was a
good way to spend their Fall
Break.

Christina Albe, a thirdyear international business
and accounting student, said
t his was her second year
ma k i ng t he t r ip to New
Orleans.
“I think it’s worth it to
me to give somet hing to
those people that they can’t
give themselves,” Albe said.
“I’d rather spend my Fall
Break helping other people
than drinking at the beach.
That’s something no one
can ever take away f rom
me.”
The group worked in the
9th ward of New Orleans,
specif ically in t he Dulac
and St. Bernard’s Parish for
about three days.
“Students have the energy
and the ability to help these
people,” Wall said. “They
g ut ted homes, clea ned
houses, sorted supplies and
so on. There were at least
six to 10 feet of water left
in these areas with tons of
flood damage.”
Th is year t he g roup
helped the Houma Indians
who live in t he area in a
small shrimping village.
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FLU VACCINE INFORMATION
Flu vaccines are available starting today from 8 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m Monday through
Friday. They will be given on the third floor of Thompson
Student Health Center and no appointment is required.
Shots for students cost $15, while staff and spouses’
shots cost $20. Faculty members receive free flu shots
because of a Faculty Welfare Committee donation.
Students who receive a flu shot will get a 10 percent
discount on any study guide or reference book purchased
at the bookstore this semester, from a partnership between
Student Health Services and the University Bookstore,
according to a news release.
For more information, call 803-777-9511 or visit
http://www.sa.sc.edu/shs/tshc/GMC_IAT_FluShot.
shtml.

Economic crisis
hits colleges
across nation
Financial issues force institutions to prepare
for decrease in funding, donations, tuition
Justin Pope
The Associated Press

Kara Apel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC students and members of the Methodist Student Network work
alongside locals to help rebuild New Orleans after hurricane season.

Other flu shot locations
and dates:

Oct. 29
5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
RH lobby

Oct. 14
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Russell House University
Bookstore

Oct. 30
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Law School lobby

Oct. 15

Nov. 6

2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Osborne Administration
building

11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Moore Business School,
Room 856

Oct. 22
5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Strom Thurmond Wellness
& Fitness Center

— Information from Student Health Services
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

For many colleges, the last 15 years have been
a golden age. Philanthropy and Americans’
grudging tolerance for high tuition fueled
an unprecedented boom — investments in
ever ything from g yms, dorms and labs to
faculty and expanded fi nancial aid.
Now, suddenly and like the rest of us, many
colleges are faced with toning down their
ambitions, at least in the short term.
The financial meltdown is forcing institutions
to tear up budget plans and prepare for a
simultaneous hit to their three major revenue
sources — government funding, donations and
tuition. At the same time, they’re having to
fi nd more money for one of their major budget
items — fi nancial aid — or risk seeing students
drop out.
“They’re coming in and saying, ‘I need
a little more help,’” said Jerry Cebrzynski,
fi nancial aid director at Lake Forest College
outside Chicago, which cut several class
offerings and froze last year’s operating budget
in part to make more aid available. “I think
we’re seeing just the tip of iceberg.”
Cebrzynski recently managed to fi nd another
$5,000 for one family where the father lost his
job and the mother has cancer.
“We’ll do what we can wit h t his year’s
budget and honestly operate with a deficit, a
larger deficit than we thought,” he said.
In many ways, colleges have an enviable
position. They can afford to invest for the
very long term. Many have endowments to
cushion the blow of downturns, and demand
for higher education holds up or even grows
when the economy goes south. That’s why you
hardly ever hear of an accredited college going
under.
But the fi nancial events of recent weeks have
been momentous enough to shake even sturdy
ivory towers. Giant Boston University and
tiny (but wealthy) Grinnell College in Iowa
are among those delaying big projects, while
numerous schools will postpone fundraising
campaigns.
“I’m not going to press people now for a
lot of f unding. The time just wouldn’t be
right,” said John Fry, president of Franklin
COLLEGES ● 5

S.C. candidates hold debate
Graham, Lindsey clash over Iraq,
stock market, spending abroad
Jim Davenport
The Associated Press

Democrat Bob Conley cut a path far to
the right of U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham
Sat urday in their only planned debate,
calling for “America first” policies as the
candidates took sharply different views of
U.S. involvement in Iraq, intervention on
Wall Street and the global banking crisis.
Graham offered assurances that the $700
billion Wall Street rescue package he voted
for would work.
“I think things are going to stabilize here
soon,” Graham said.
But Conley predicted the Dow Jones
Industrial Average is heading to 3,000,
about a third of its current mark, as the
federal intervention adds to infl ation and
the national debt.
“ I t ’s d e v a l u i n g t h e c u r r e n c y o f

A mericans,” Conley said. He called for
greater reg ulation of the bank ing and
securities industries and said companies
should be allowed to fail.
Graham said the rescue was needed.
“W hat we’ve done here is we’ve t ried
to jump start credit” while protect ing
taxpayers, he said.
Conley repeatedly called for cutt ing
U.S. spending abroad, curtailing hiring of
workers from other nations for U.S. jobs,
renegotiating trade deals and bringing
troops home from Afghanistan and Iraq.
“I’m standing for America fi rst and South
Carolina fi rst,” he said. He said American
workers can’t compete with what amounts
to “slave labor in communist China.”
Graham said it’s time to retrain American
workers for new jobs and realize that “we
live in a global economy and that’s not
going to go away.”
But he said it’s not time to “play this
game that there’s nobody else in the world
... So let’s don’t play this game that we’re an
island unto ourselves.”
The two clashed as well on U.S. military

Viewpoints
Saggy pants are causing a problem
and Paul Bowers thinks something
must be done. See page 6

Mary Ann Chastain / The Associated Press

South Carolina Senatorial candidates Sen. Lindsey Graham, right, and Democratic
challenger Bob Conley, shake hands as they face off in their only planned debate.
presence in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Graham said his support of a troop surge
for Iraq was one of his proudest moments in
the U.S. Senate.
“The surge has worked. Our troops are
coming home. A nd we’re going to leave

The Mix
“Nick and Norah’s” playlist
stays true to its name with
limited tracks. See page 7

in victory and we’re going to have an ally
in Iraq and not a dictator called Saddam
Hussein,” Graham said, noting he’s been to
Iraq repeatedly.
Conley said it’s been five years since
DEBATE ● 4
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PIC OF THE DAY

Last week’s poll

Navigator Staff meeting
10 a.m. to noon
Russell House, Room 348

Results

AAMI meeting
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
RH, Room 305
Transfer Student
Mentor meeting
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH, Room 303

The results from last week’s poll are in
about what students planned to do over
Fall Break:

Students for Life
meeting
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH, Room 302

— 73 students said they were staying in
Columbia.
— 66 students said they were going home.
— 30 students said they were going on
vacation.
— 12 said they had alternative plans, such
as going on a service trip.

Indian Cultural
Exchange meeting
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
RH Dining Room
Mountaineering and
Whitewater meeting
7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sloan, Room 112
Orthodox Christian
Fellowship meeting
7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
RH, Room 309

For this week’s poll, how do
you think the 2008
presidential election will end?

Feminist Majority
Leadership Alliance
7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
RH, Room 303
Red Cross Club
meeting
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
RH, Room 304

A) A landslide victory for McCain.
B) A landslide victory for Obama.
C) A close, but clear victory for McCain.
D) A close, but clear victory for Obama.
E) A recount.

Academic Team
Practice
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Humanities, Room 317
Women’s Bible Study
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Nursing Building, Room
136

Log onto The Daily Gamecock’s Web
site, www.dailygamecock.com, to cast
your votes.

Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian
and Straight Alliance
meeting
8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Gambrell, Room 250

Crime Report
MONDAY, OCT. 6
Leaving the scene of an
accident with proper t y
damage, 5:40 p.m.
Two Med Park Parking
Lot, 2 Richland Med. Park
Rd.
An unknown suspect hit
the victim’s parked car and
fled the scene.
Estimated damages: $200
R e p o r t i ng o f f i ce r : C .
Thompson
Simpl e possess ion of
marijuana, 5:55 p.m.
B a t e s We s t , 14 0 5
Whaley St.

Someone reported
t he suspec t for hav i ng
marijuana, which the officer
found upon inspection of
the suspect’s dorm room.
The 26.32 grams are now
being tested.
Reporting offi cer: N. Peter
TUESDAY, OCT. 7
Petit larceny, 9:11 p.m.
Koger Center Donor
room, 1051 Greene St.
A n u n k now n p er son
stole a red LG cell phone
and a red Blackberry.
Estimated value: $550
Reporting officers: P. Seyle,

D. Adams
Open container, 1:21
a.m.
Intersection of South
Bull and Whaley streets
The officers noticed a
car stopped in the road.
W hen t hey approached
t he driver, she smelled
of alcohol and had a beer
visible in her car. Erica
McCandless was arrested.
Reporting offi cer: P. Seyle,
D. Adams
— C o m p i l e d b y Ne ws
Editor Liz Segrist

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Many USC students used Fall Break as an opportunity to get away from the
confines of campus for a while to do some sightseeing in the nation’s capital.

Local
The head of t he Sout h
Carol i na Depar t ment of
Public Safety says he won’t
put up with bad behavior,
evidenced by his firing of
four troopers and five other
employees since June.
T h e S t at e n e w s p a p e r
reported Sunday that Public
Safety Director Mark Keel
said none of the four trooper
firings involved excessive
force.
It’s a higher firing rate
than in the past. Department
records show that from Jan.
28, 2003, through Feb. 13 of
this year, 12 troopers were
fi red.
K e e l s a id he b e l ie v e s
troopers have been receptive
to the changes. “Everywhere
I go, they say, ‘Keep it up,
you’re doing what’s right,’”
he said. “And that’s what I’m
going to do.”
In addition to the fi rings,
Keel said he has referred two
cases to federal prosecutors
si nce he took over t he
H ighway Pat rol in Ju ne.
I n one i nst a nce, he sa id
he referred the case out of
caution. The local solicitor
s a id no s t at e l aw s were
broken and recommended
t h at t he t ro op er get a n
award.
Keel g ave t he t rooper
a repr i ma nd, say i ng t he
trooper should have gotten
approval from a supervisor
for actions during a chase.
Keel sa id h is ma ndate
from Gov. Mark Sanford
and the state Senate is to
crack down on lax discipline
within the Highway Patrol.
Sanford nominated Keel,
and the Senate confirmed
him.

National

World

NEW YORK — The
teachers’ union for the nation’s
largest public school system
accused the city of banning
political campaign buttons
and sued to reverse the policy,
declaring free speech rights
were violated.
Un i t e d Fe d e r a t i o n o f
Teachers President Randi
Weingarten announced at a
news conference that a lawsuit
had been filed to challenge the
enforcement of the policy.
“We couldn’t believe it,”
said Weingarten, who wore a
Barack Obama lapel button.
The American Federation of
Teachers, including its UFT
delegates, voted over t he
summer to endorse Obama’s
presidential candidacy.
Weingarten said schools
Cha ncel lor Joel K lei n
urged principals more than
two weeks ago to enforce a
Department of Education
policy requiring complete
political neutrality.
City lawyer Paul Marks said
officials were still evaluating
the lawsuit.
“However, we’re confident
that when the court has had
t he oppor t u n it y to f u l ly
consider this matter, the city’s
position will be upheld,” he
said.
Last week, some University
of Illinois faculty and students
held a r a l l y on c a mpu s ,
claiming their right to support
political candidates was under
assault. The school released a
statement saying state workers
were prohibited by law from
par t icipat i ng i n pol it ical
a c t i v it ie s o n u n i v e r s it y
property. The school said it
never intended to enforce the
law.

OL PE JETA, Kenya —
T he t e x t me s s a g e f r o m
the elephant flashed across
Richard Lesowapir’s screen:
K i ma n i was head i ng for
neighboring farms.
The huge bull elephant
had a long history of raiding
villagers’ crops during the
harvest, sometimes wiping
out six months of income at a
time. But this time a mobile
phone card inserted in his
collar sent rangers a text
message. Lesowapir, an armed
guard and a driver arrived in
a jeep bristling with spotlights
to frighten Kimani back into
the Ol Pejeta conservancy.
Kenya is the fi rst country
to try elephant texting as a
way to protect both a growing
human population and the
wild animals that now have
less room to roam.
Elephants are ranked as
“near threatened” in the Red
List, an index of vulnerable
species published by t he
I nter nat iona l Un ion for
Conservation of Nature.
The race to save Kimani
began two years ago. The
K eny a W i ld l i fe S er v ic e
had already reluctantly shot
f ive eleph a nt s f rom t he
conser vancy who ref used
to stop crop-raiding, and
Kimani was the last of the
regular raiders. The Save
the Elephants group wanted
to see if he could break the
habit.
So they placed a mobile
phone SIM card in Kimani’s
collar, then set up a virtual
“geofence” using a global
p o sit ion i ng s y stem t h at
mirrored the conservatory’s
boundaries.

— The Associated Press

Mark Lennihan / The Associated Press

Laura Gilbert displays her “Zero Dollar” artwork in front of the New York Stock
Exchange to show others how, in today’s market, “money” has little traditional value.

Experts explain economic angst
Professionals contemplate reasons
for current financial problems
Eric Carvin
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Trillions in stock market
value — gone. Trillions in retirement savings
— gone. A huge chunk of the money you paid
for your house, the money you’re saving for
college, the money your boss needs to make
payroll — gone, gone, gone.
Whether you’re a stock broker or Joe Sixpack, if you have a 401(k), a mutual fund or a
college savings plan, tumbling stock markets
and sagging home prices mean you’ve lost a
whole lot of the money that was right there
on your account statements just a few months
ago.
But if you no longer have that money, who
does? The fat cats on Wall Street? Some oil
baron in Saudi Arabia? The government of
China?
Or is it just — gone?
If you’re look ing to track down your
missing money — figure out who has it now,
maybe ask to have it back — you might be
disappointed to learn that is was never really
money in the first place.
Robert Shiller, an economist at Yale, puts
it bluntly: The notion that you lose a pile of
money whenever the stock market tanks is

a “fallacy.” He says the price of a stock has
never been the same thing as money — it’s
simply the “best guess” of what the stock is
worth.
“It’s in people’s minds,” Shiller said. “We’re
just recording a measure of what people think
the stock market is worth. What the people
who are willing to trade today — who are
very, very few people — are actually trading
at. So we’re just extrapolating that and
thinking, well, maybe that’s what everyone
thinks it’s worth.”
Shiller uses the example of an appraiser
who values a house at $350,000, a week after
saying it was worth $400,000.
“In a sense, $50,000 just disappeared when
he said that,” he said. “But it’s all in the
mind.”
T hough somet h i ng, of cou r se, is
disappearing as markets and real estate values
tumble. Even if a share of stock you own isn’t
a wad of bills in your wallet, even if the value
of your home isn’t something you can redeem
at will, surely you can lose potential money
— that is, the money that would be yours to
spend if you sold your house or emptied out
your mutual funds right now.
And if you’re a few months away from
retirement, or hoping to sell your house and
buy a smaller one to help pay for your kid’s
ECONOMY ● 4
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Conn. 3rd state to allow gay marriage
Supreme Court rules 4-3 in favor of giving
non-traditional couples more than civil union
Dave Collins
The Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — A sharply div ided
Connecticut Supreme Court ruled Friday that
gay couples have the right to get married, saying
legislators did not go far enough when they
approved same-sex civil unions that were identical
to marriages in virtually every respect except the
name.
The 4-3 ruling will make Connecticut the third
state, behind Massachusetts and California, to
allow same-sex marriages, decisions that in all cases
were made by the highest state court. The decision
marks the first time that a court rejected civil
unions as an alternative to granting gay couples the
right to marry.
Californians will vote next month on a ballot
measure that would reinstate the gay-marriage
ban, but Connecticut’s governor and the attorney
general said there is little chance of a similar
challenge to Friday’s ruling.
Bob Child / The Associated Press
“The Supreme Court has spoken,” said Gov.
M. Jodi Rell, a Republican who opposes same-sex Connecticut’s Supreme Court ruled Friday that same-sex couples have the right to marry, making
marriage. “I do not believe their voice reflects the the state the third behind Massachusetts and California to legalize such unions.
majority of the people of Connecticut. However, I
am also firmly convinced that attempts to reverse
to drop their lawsuit and said they wanted full 28, and weddings are expected to begin within days
this decision — either legislatively or by amending
after the lower court holds a hearing to implement
marriage rights.
the state Constitution — will not meet with
In the majority opinion, Supreme Court Justice the high court’s ruling.
success.”
The White House reacted to the ruling by again
Richard N. Palmer wrote that denying marriage to
Same-sex weddings are expected to begin in
raising the prospect of a federal constitutional
same-sex couples would create separate standards.
Connecticut in less than a month. Out-of-staters
“Interpreting our state constitutional provisions amendment defining marriage as between a man
will be eligible, but few other states are likely to
in accordance with firmly established equal and a woman.
recognize the unions.
“It’s unfortunate that activist judges continue to
protection principles leads inevitably to the
The ruling was thrilling for the plaintiffs, eight
conclusion that gay persons are entitled to marry seek to redefine marriage by court order without
couples who sued in 2004 after they tried to get
the otherwise qualified same sex partner of their regard for the will of the people,” Karl Zinsmeister,
wedding licenses.
President Bush’s domestic policy adviser, said
choice,” Palmer wrote.
“I can’t believe it. We’re thrilled; we’re absolutely
Three just ices issued separate dissent ing in a written statement. “Today’s decision by the
overjoyed. We’re finally going to be able, after 33
Connecticut Supreme Court illustrates that a
opinions.
years, to get married,” said plaintiff Janet Peck of
Justice Peter T. Zarella wrote that he believes federal constitutional amendment may be needed if
Colchester.
there is no fundamental right to same-sex marriage, the people are to decide what marriage means.”
Peck said that when the decision was announced,
The Family Institute of Connecticut, a political
and that the court’s majority failed to discuss
she and her partner, Carole Conklin, started crying
the purpose of marriage laws, which he said is to action group that opposes gay marriage, called the
and hugging while juggling excited phone calls
ruling outrageous.
“privilege and regulate procreative conduct.”
from her brother and other relatives and friends.
“Even the legislature, as liberal as ours, decided
Zarella added, “The ancient definition of marriage
“We’ve always dreamed of being married,” she
as the union of one man and one woman has its that marriage is between a man and a woman,” said
said. “Even though we were lesbians and didn’t
basis in biology, not bigotry. If the state no longer executive director Peter Wolfgang. “This is about
know if that would ever come true, we always
has an interest in the regulation of procreation, our right to govern ourselves. It is bigger than gay
dreamed of it.”
then that is a decision for the legislature or the marriage.”
A year after the suit was filed, Connecticut’s
Getting a constitutional amendment banning
people of the state and not this court.”
General Assembly approved a civil union law that
The ruling cannot be appealed to federal courts gay marriage on Connecticut’s ballot would require
gave same-sex couples the same rights as married
because it deals with state constitutional issues, the approval of three-quarters of the General
couples. At the time, no other state had granted so
Assembly — a highly unlikely prospect, with both
Attorney General Richard Blumenthal said.
many rights to gay couples without being ordered
The ruling overturns a decision from New houses controlled by Democrats sympathetic to
to do so by a court, but the plaintiffs declined
Haven Superior Court. It becomes effective Oct. same-sex marriage.
DEBATE ● Continued from 1
President Bush declared
the Iraq mission
accomplished.
“W hat we’re doing is
we’re using our military in
some kind of police state,
nat ion building over in
the Middle East.” Conley
said. “They don’t need an
American occupying force
there.”
“ I k now you’ve b een
t here, Lindsey. We saw
the rugs that you bought,”
Conley added in one of the
debate’s most biting lines.
The former Sov iet
U n i o n’s c o l l a p s e w a s
tied to an occupation of
Afghanistan, Conley said.
He said the current confl ict
there is “bleeding America
dry” and “will accelerate
the demise of the United
States.”
Graham bristled at the
description of U.S. forces
in Iraq and Afghanistan as
occupiers.

“ I t h i n k t h a t ’s s o
offensive to our military,”
Graham said. He said it
was better for the U.S. to
fight terrorists abroad than
in the U.S.
Conley, 43, is a Marion,
Ind., native who ran as a
Republican for an Indiana
st ate Hou se seat , t hen
b olted for t he Refor m
Par t y. A f ter mov i ng to
Nor t h My r t le Beach,
he joined his local GOP
committee and backed Ron
Paul in this year’s South
Ca rol i na pre sident ia l
primar y before sig n ing
on as Democ rat i n t he
primary.
Graham, 53, is a Seneca
native who served in the
South Carolina House and
U.S. House before winning
h is U.S. Senate seat i n
2002. He’s a law yer and
a U.S. Air Force Reserve
colonel, the only member
of the Senate serving in
the Guard or Reserve.

ECONOMY ● Continued from 3
college tuition, this “potential
money” is something you’re
counting on to get by. For
people who need cash and
need it now, this is as real
as money gets, whether or
not it meets the technical
definition of the word.
Still, you run into trouble
when you t h i n k of t h at
potential money as being
the same thing as the cash in
your purse or your checking
account.
“That’s a big mistake,” said
Dale Jorgenson, an economics
professor at Harvard.
There’s a key distinction
here: W hile the money in
your pocket is unlikely to
just vanish into thin air, the
money you could have had,
if only you’d sold your house
or drained your stock-heavy
mut ual f unds a year ago,
most certainly can.
“ Yo u c a n’t e n j o y t h e
benefits of your 401(k) if it’s
disappeared,” Jorgenson said.

“If you had it all in financial
stocks and they’ve all gone
down by 80 percent — sorry!
That is a permanent loss
because those folks aren’t
coming back. We’re gonna
have a huge shrinkage in the
financial sector.”
There was a time when
nobody had to wonder what
h app ened to t he mone y
t hey used to have. Unt il
paper money was developed
in China around t he
ninth century, money was
somet hing solid t hat had
actual value — like a gold
coin that was worth whatever
t hat amou nt of gold was
worth, said Douglas Mudd,
c u rator of t he A mer ica n
Numismatic Association’s
Money Museum in Denver.
Back then, if the money you
once had was suddenly gone,
there was a simple reason
— you spent it, someone
stole it, you dropped it in a
field somewhere, or maybe
a tor nado or some ot her
disaster struck wherever you

last put it down.
But these days, a lot of
things that have monetary
value can’t be held in your
hand.
If you choose, you can
pour most of your money
into stocks and track their
v a lue i n re a l t i me on a
computer screen, confident
that you’ll get good money
for them when you decide
to sell. A nd you won’t be
alone — staring at millions
of computer screens are other
investors who share your
confidence that the value of
their portfolios will hold up.
But t hat collect ive
con f idence, Jorgenson
sa id, is gone. A nd when
confidence is drained out of
a financial system, a lot of
investors will decide to sell
at any price, and a big chunk
of that money you thought
your investments were worth
simply goes away.
If you once thought your
invest ment portfolio was
as good as a suitcase full of

SERVICE ● Continued from 1
“They are poor people
and they don’t have the
ability to resist hurricanes
like other people might,”
Wa l l s a id. “ Fa it h a nd
ho p e i s a l l t he y h a v e
sometimes.”
Casey H ilgefort, a
third-year marketing and
management student, said
they did various jobs to
rebuild the community.
“We were rebuilding
houses, redoing t he
library, shoveling gravel,
remov ing moldy book s
and tiles,” Hilgefort said.
“It’s such a small village
t here’s l it t le rel ief for
them.”
H i lgefor t sa id ma ny
people don’t realize the
seriousness of the situation
until they go there.
“A lot of times, you just
don’t realize how much
t he y ’r e s t i l l a f f e c t e d .
There’s so much damage
in t he tow n a nd t he
houses, it’s still a problem
there,” she said.
Albe said although the
work is tiring, it’s worth
it.
“I t a l ked to some of
t he p eople , e sp ec ia l ly
the little kids, and they
are still laughing. They
are ver y good-nat u red
people, they’re really nice
and really interested,” she
said.
Wall said t he people
who live t here got a
new glimpse of college
students.
“A lot of times people
think or hear bad things
about college st udents.
But here st udents went
there and wanted to offer
themselves for service,”
he s a id . “ T he y r e a l l y
showed these people how
much college students can
care.”

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

twenties, you might suddenly
suspect that it’s not.
In the process, of course,
you’re losing wealt h. But
does that mean someone else
must be gaining it? Does
the world have some fixed
amount of wealth that shifts
between people, nations and
institutions with the ebb and
flow of the economy?
Jorgenson said no — the
amou nt of wealt h i n t he
world “simply decreases in a
situation like this.” And he
cautions against assuming
that your investment losses
mean a gain for someone
else — like wealthy stock
speculators who try to make
money by betting that the
market will drop.
“Those folks in general
have been losing their shirts
at a prodigious rate,” he said.
“They took a big risk and
now they’re suffering from
the consequences. Of course,
they had a great life, as long
as it lasted.”

The Daily Gamecock ● MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2008

PAGE 5

Fire burns 750 acres northeast of Los Angeles
Blaze forces evacuation of 1,200 people;
cause still under investigation by officials
The Associated Press
LOS ANGELES — Firefighters backed by
water-dumping helicopters and planes gained
ground Sunday on a wildfire that destroyed
two homes and forced the evacuation of
about 1,200 people in a rugged area 20 miles
north of downtown.
The blaze charred up to 750 acres and also
burned a garage, several sheds and three
motor homes, said Los Angeles County Fire
Department spokesman Ron Haralson. No
one was seriously injured, but a fi refighter
and one resident reported minor breathing
problems.
Haralson said firefighters are “getting
a really good handle” on the blaze, which
started early Sunday. But powerful Santa
Ana winds were expected to arrive in the
evening, and gusts could spread embers
igniting brush, grass and chaparral in the
area.
About 450 homes were evacuated early
Sunday when the blaze moved southeast

ECONOMY ● Continued from 1
& M a r s h a l l C ol le g e i n
Pennsylvania, who moved
about $1 million from other
programs to bolster aid this
year. Fry says a fundraising
c a mpa ig n w i l l l i kely be
delayed and scaled back,
and it will likely focus more
on fi nancial aid.
Generally, Fry says F&M
is in good shape, but he’s
glad it recent ly f in ished
several big projects. Now
isn’t the time to start one.
And asking parents to pay
substantially more next year
would be “unseemly,” he
said, echoing the thoughts
of several president s
interviewed this week.
The worries for private
col lege s i nclude f a l l i ng
e n d o w m e n t s a n d c o s tconscious students passing
t hem over for cheaper
a lter n at ive s. For publ ic
universities, state funding
is almost always cut in a
recession.
Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine
announced plans Thursday
to cut college f unding at
least 5 percent, to help plug
an ex pected $2.5 billion
budget hole over the next
t wo years. I ndiv idual
schools would see cuts of as
much as $10.6 million.
But for colleges, this isn’t
just a predictable replaying
of past downturns. In the
m ild 20 01 recession, for
instance, colleges weren’t
badly hurt because home
values held up, notes John
Nelson, who follows higher
e d u c at i o n f i n a n c e s f o r
Moody’s Investors Service.
But w it h home pr ices
plunging, home equity may
no longer be a reliable last
resort for parents to tap for
tuition bills.
A t o t a l l y u ne x p e c t e d
problem this time: interest
rates in t he variable rate
bond market, where colleges
borrowed cheaply for years,
have jumped from 1 or 2
percent to as h igh as 10
percent. If credit markets
don’t thaw, some colleges
could spend millions more
than they planned simply

toward city limits, said U.S. Forest Service
spokesman Stanton Florea.
“It burned right down to a couple of
neighborhoods,” Florea said.
The fire was 20 percent contained and as it
burned south of the Wildlife Waystation, an
animal sanctuary and rehabilitation facility
set on 160 acres. The nonprofit agency
houses more than 400 animals, including
lions, bears and deer. Officials were loading
up the animals in case the fire switched
direction.
The cause of t he f ire is u nder
investigation.
Elsewhere in California, f iref ighters
halted the spread of a wildfi re that burned
about 300 acres of heavy brush, destroyed
a home and threatened several wineries in
Napa Valley.
More than 1,500 fi refighters were called
in to work t he blaze, wh ich state f ire
officials said was fully contained by Sunday
morning.
I nve st ig ator s sa id Sat u rd ay a ro c k
struck by a car ignited the wildfi re Friday
afternoon. Strong winds in the hills near the
wine country town of St. Helena caused the
fire to spread quickly.
The California Department of Forestry

servicing their own debt.
Most terrifyingly, earlier
t h i s m o nt h , a b o u t 2 0 0
colleges were shocked to
fi nd that a liquidity crunch
prevented t hem f rom
ret riev ing more t ha n 10
percent of t he $1 billion
they held in a supposedly
safe short-term fund offered
by i nvest ment adv iser
Commonfund. Now up to
40 percent can be retrieved.
I n tough t imes, t he
colleges wit h t he largest
endowments — there were
76 with at least $1 billion last
year — tend to fare the best.
They can spend money to
scoop up talented students
and faculty while everyone
else buckles down.
And at a time when major
gift announcements have
virtually halted, it was just
another day at the off ice
for Har vard, wh ich t h is
week announced its largest
individual gift ever — $125
million.
But ot her i nst it ut ions
will have to fi nd their own
balance between their longterm missions and shortterm reality.
“We don’t want to forget
o u r a s p i r a t i o n s ,” s a i d
Thomas Ross, president of
Davidson College in North
Carolina, a relatively welloff liberal arts school. “The
minute you stop planning
for the future and thinking
big and having aspirations,
that’s the time when you
suffer the most.
“Are we going to have to
delay some things? Maybe
so,” he said. “I don’t know I
would call it retrenchment
s o mu c h a s a d i f f e r e nt
pacing of activity.”
Still, one of the strengths
of A merican higher
education is its variety, and
one of t he most excit ing
developments of the last 15
years was the sheer number
of the schools of all shapes
and sizes that, like Franklin
& Marshall, have expanded
their ambitions.
Now, like the rest of us,
t hey w ill have to play it
safer, at least for a while.

Dan Steinberg / The Associated Press

Firefighters from the Los Angeles County Fire Department battle a wildfire in the Angeles
National Forest near Los Angeles that charred up to 750 acres 20 miles from downtown.
and Fire Protection said all evacuation
orders had been lifted, allowing 100 people

to return home after the flames forced them
to flee.
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For students,
sex shouldn’t
be considered
‘no big deal’
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Physical act carries major
consequences, isn’t simply
another notch on the belt
Sex is a big deal.
Now, before I get hate mail
about me imposing morals
onto others or something like
that, hear me out. Whether
you are steadfastly holding off
until marriage
or you’ve had
part ners t hat
go well beyond
the single digits
(or somewhere
i n b et we en),
t here is no
AMANDA
way to deny
DAVIS
the seriousness
Third-year
of t his one
English
particular
student
p h y s i c a l
activity.
Ju st look at a l l of t he
attention given to the subject.
This headline alone probably
accounted for half of you who
are reading this column right
now just because the word
“sex” is in it.
Pornography. Birth control.
Abortion. Consummation.
Lingerie. Sex toys. Orgasm.
Sin. Adultery. Pregnancy.
Sex is ever y where a nd
defi nes various parts of our
everyday lives from religion
and politics to bathroom talk
and relationship angst.
W h i le sex may mea n
a lot of different things to
different people, the meaning
is no doubt significant.
W hat else c a n you do
that can end in a plethora
of d isg ust i ng d iseases,
a sc rea m i ng i n f a nt or a
toe-curling experience of
euphoria. Five (or 10, 15, 20
... ) minutes of bedtime bliss
can potentially change your
entire life, and generally does
in some way or another.
For those who can’t handle
t he proper use of a pill,
ring, patch or piece of latex,
the preferred skin-on-skin
engagement can have serious
biological consequences. It
might not seem like a big deal
when drunkenly taking off
each other’s clothes, but nine
months later that particular
notch on the bedpost might
look a little bigger than it did
before.
For the sexually active,
sex can be a range of things.
People in relationships use
sex i n bot h hea lt hy a nd
unhealthy ways. I’ve seen
it in the people around me.
For some , se x m ight b e
an expression of the love
bet ween t wo people, for
others just the lust. Some
people use sex to try to save
a relationship. For others, sex
is like a chain, keeping two
people from being able to
move on from one another.
We are at the age where
many of us are sharing our
beds and ourselves for the
first time. A nd before we
get there, we need to realize
that no matter which way
we choose, it’s always an
important decision.
And for others, sex is an
idea set aside for the future
(eit her by choice or not).
Maybe the right person hasn’t
come along, or maybe sex
won’t come without wedding
bells.
W h e t h e r it ’s i n y o u r
present or future, sex has a
big stake in all of our lives —
our decisions for ourselves
and our insecurit ies, our
beliefs, our relat ionships
and, to be used blatantly, our
time.
So for anyone who says
that sex is not a big deal,
think again.
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IN OUR OPINION

PLEADING THE FIRST

Sagging pants, sagging morals
Ignoring growing issue
will endanger morals,
possibly corrupt youth

There is a real menace
in our midst that could
implode polite society as we
know it. That menace is the
sagging of the pants.
People have a tendency to
get cheeky when discussing
this, but I assure you it is no
laughing matter. You may
not have noticed, but there
are you ng
me n
—
living in this
upstanding
community,
no le s s —
who feel at
l iber t y to
PAUL BOWERS flaunt their
Second-year
Fruit of the
print
Looms with
journalism
pant waists
student
at half mast,
leav i ng no
question as to their affinity
for Spider-Man or plaid
pat ter ns or Spongebob
Squarepants or what-haveyou.
Just t h ink of t he
children!
Concer ned of f icials
across the nation have been
passionately debating about
this latest trend in hedonist
clothing fashion. In our
own fair state, members of
Charleston City Council
have been push ing to

criminalize sagging, and
I heartily applaud their
efforts.
If we don’t nip this in
the bud, what’s next? Socks
being worn outside of shoes?
Brassieres for hats? Pause
with me to shudder.
You ca n i mag i ne t he
consternation that filled the
chambers when Charleston
City Councilman Wendell
Gilliard brought a
mannequin in under his
arm with pants lowered to
demonstrate the sagging
trend. I think we can all
agree that Mr. Gilliard is a
true statesman reminiscent
of Thomas Jefferson, who
once brought a stuffed bird
before the Virginia House
of Delegates to illustrate the
evils of the then-rampant
duck-punting trend.
A nd speaking of
waterfowl, no one could
have summed things up
better than Councilman
Tim Mallard , who talked
about the importance of
the proposed law in an Aug.
20 Charleston Post and
Courier article.
“ I d o n’t c a r e i f it ’s
unconstitutional. It sends
a message,” Mallard said,
his words ringing true in
an era of loose morals and
looser belts. He understands
that this great nation was
founded by folks with their
waistlines every bit as high
as their moral standards.

Mr. Mallard leaves us no
doubt as to what is under
there.
The anti-sag movement
is gaining momentum. In
Fort Worth, Texas, Mayor
Mike Moncrief wants to
expand his wildly successful
“Pull ‘Em Up” campaign
to include stickers on city
vehicles.
“Wherever they go with
their pants down around
their ankles, they’re going
to see signs that say ‘Don’t
do that,’” Moncrief said.
If t here’s one t hing I
know about young people,
it’s that they always respond
favorably to a well-placed
sign.
S o f a r, C olu mbia
City Council and Mayor
B o b C o b le h a v e b e e n
conspicuously silent on this
topic. If they do not make
a stand soon, we must take
to vigilante enforcement of
community standards.
Let this be a warning to
the degenerates of Columbia
who insist on hanging their
trousers low: We will not
hesitate to grab your belt
loops and set things in their
proper place. It’s probably
no use running in those
pants, anyhow.
If you’ve lost your moral
compass, I recommend you
check your pocket. And if
you can’t reach your pocket,
t hen you’re part of t he
problem.

One man’s 5 Points manifesto
When at well-established
hangout, certain maxims
should be acknowledged
USC may be compared
to the body in a number of
ways. The head and mind
of the university are the
faculty and administration
of the school, while the
body a nd orga ns are
the school’s campus and
s p e c i a l i z e d bu i ld i n g s ,
which need blood — the
students —
to circulate
a
n
d
st imulate
to keep
a st rong,
healthy
balance
SAMI
between all
HATOUM
the critical
Third-year
systems.
law
T
h
e
student
weekend
comes, and
all t he blood f rom t he
body flows away from the
mind, causing one dynamic
central area to surge — the
area known as Five Points.
Now, since all the blood
from the body is relocated
away from the mind, it’s
only reasonable that there
wou ld be some lack of
logical t hought. But in
its place springs another

less-complex, more visual
a nd i mpu lsive for m of
ideas. If you have not spent
hours upon hours in the
gym trying to define and
extricate your jaw-line,
don’t worry about it; just
shave your beard hair into
the shape of the jaw-line
you w ish to have, a nd
there will be no difference
between you and Antonio
Banderas.
I f y o u w a nt a l a r g e
vocabular y, never mind
spending years of hard
work and drudger y
reading and writing, just
play “Text-Twist,” for one
hou r a day a nd w it h i n
minutes, the English major
doesn’t stand a chance with
the brainy girls at “Dr.
Rocco’s” compared to you.
In Five Points, there is no
difference between those
who are born with it, and
for those for whom maybe
it’s Maybelline. How do I
know this? The question
really is, “how could you
not know it?”
T he f i r s t t h i n g o ne
notices about being in any
bar in Five Points is the
male’s standard ar mor:
R a i n b o w s , S p e r r y ’s ,
Polos and the occasional
croakies. One must equip
with such fare, because if
not, basically not many

people w i l l be t a l k i ng
to you, even the artistic
and “unique” individuals.
This is because if you wear
any t hing else, you w ill
force someone to think if
they like your ensemble,
a n d a s s t at e d e a r l i e r,
any thought besides the
impulsive does not fly here
— ditto for personality.
Similar to how everyone
will be wearing the same
outfit in different colors,
most will also leave their
creative mind at the door
along with their real age
(people both below 21 and
over 21 are guilty of this
of fense). So unless you
heard it on Larry the Cable
Guy, don’t use it.
Lastly, and probably most
importantly, Five Points is
no place for romance. Do
not be kind, do not be sweet
and, above all, do not have
tact, because from what
I can tell, the closer your
“hooking up,” resembles
assault and batter y, the
bet ter cha nce you w il l
have at being in contact
with that person again next
weekend (although usually
not d u r i n g t he ac t u a l
week).
We all live the dream in
Five Points. A nd, really,
which is nicer: reality or
sleep?

Separation of political,
personal merits praise
John McCain stepped up to the plate in a big way Friday
by standing up for Barack Obama. In a Yankee’s Stadiumesque response, the crowd reacted by booing McCain for
his comments that “[Obama] is a decent person.”
One woman confronted McCain by stating her fear of
an Obama presidency: “Obama is an ... Arab!” McCain
promptly disagreed, and proclaimed his opponent a
family man, decent human being and U.S. citizen.
In a campaign that has become increasingly dominated
by character assaults and
threatens to turn downright
nast y, it’s good to see the
c a nd id at e s ac k now le d g e
that politics isn’t personal.
Both have pointed out their
“fundamental differences,”
and there is nothing wrong
with that. If they were the same, what would be the point
of having an election? You can like somebody and not
want him to run the country.
But being legitimately afraid of a candidate strays into
the realm of paranoia. Both candidates have the country’s
best interests at heart, and sabotaging the White House
isn’t a part of their platform.
Anybody booing this development needs to check their
priorities. It’s not as though McCain was saying Obama
was more qualified or would do a better job. In the case
of the Arab comment, he simply corrected a factual
inaccuracy. Though it shouldn’t matter if he is of Arab
decent, that is beyond the scope of this argument.
The fact is, McCain was confronted with a moral
obligation to set the record straight and he delivered.
Here’s hoping that is a harbinger for a clean run leading
up to Nov. 4.

McCain was confronted
with a moral
obligation to set the
record straight,
and he delivered

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
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or send letters to the editor at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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Acting, thrills create deception in ‘Lies’
Body of Lies
★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Director: Ridley Scott
Actors: Russell Crowe, Leonardo DiCaprio
Run Time: 128 minutes
Rating: R for strong violence and language
See It: In theaters nationwide

Courtesy of MCT Campus

DiCaprio, Crowe performances
bring intensity to convoluted script
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER

Hollywood has been trying for several
years to make a great political thriller
about our involvement in the Middle East.
In “Body of Lies,” director Ridley Scott
returns to the territory for the second
time after his 2001 action film “Black
Hawk Down.”
The f ilm, based on a 2007 novel by
Dav id Ig nat ius , revolves arou nd CI A
operat ive Roger Ferris, port rayed by
Leonardo DiCaprio, as he tries to track
down a major terrorist threat. Russell
Crowe co-stars as Ed Hoffman, who tries
to run the show from Washington, D.C.
William Monahan (“The Departed”)
adapts the novel and focuses heavily on the
personal and professional tensions of the
agent in the field.
With a great visual eye and commanding
strength, Scott directs with his typical
skill. Individually, most sequences look
fantastic, punctuated with lots of grit that
strives for an in-your-face verisimilitude,
coupled w it h occ a siona l ly feroc iou s
editing.
If only the visuals had a script to match.
Credit ca n be g iven to Monaha n for
distilling the plot’s labyrinthine structure
of i n for m at ion a nd d i si n for m at ion ,
alliances and double-crosses into a mostly
tidy two-hour package.
But there’s simply too much going on
in “Body of Lies.” There are so many
lies that the titular body is undeniably
an obese one. However, as a piece of
thoughtf ul entertainment, it succeeds
where most fi lms of this post-9/11 genre
have despairingly failed, managing to
generate modest suspense as it builds.
The f ilm builds too much too fast,
threatening to collapse on its density. As
it negotiates its narrative against the more
interesting story of Ferris’s struggle to

straddle cultural and political lines, the
surprisingly engaging take on new-age
espionage shows itself only in pieces. The
movie can’t decide what direction it wants
to head in.
DiCaprio is nevertheless wonderful as
Roger Ferris. Displaying the same kind
of r ugged intensit y t hat reshaped his
career two years ago in “The Departed”
a nd “Blood Dia mond,” he cont i nues
to show he’s capable of drawing strong
characterizations at even the simplest
moments.
The film is at its best when DiCaprio and
Crowe mingle and argue. Crowe, sporting
a weary face and about 50 extra pounds,
gives the fi lm a necessary counterpoint.
His sequences are the most absorbing.
He’s shot in a more deliberate, static way
that isolates him from his surroundings
and his family. The ping-pong match of
words between the two stars serves pit
stops for the narrative, but the well-edited
conversations are some of the better parts
of the fi lm.
Crowe seems to be pa r t of a more
interesting movie. His appearances come
and go too quickly, and with a bulldog
gruff that’s never really taken advantage
of, it feels like the fi lm doesn’t use him to
his fullest potential.
Though all his talents are on display,
Scott still has problems pulling all the
st rings toget her. The f ilm gets more
conf used as it goes on. It starts as an
intriguing look at the dichotomies between
the agent and the boss, but has trouble
fi nding a thematic center.
Complex it y is not a bad t hing, and
it’s often a welcome alternative to more
mindless thrillers. “Body of Lies” confuses
complexity with confusion, defeating the
thrills and the drama. It may be better
than most 21st century terrorism thrillers,
but that still only means it’s thoroughly
average.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu

Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

HOFP GALLERY PRESENTS:

DR. SEUSS FOR PRESIDENT RALLY
MONDAY, OCT. 13,
5 P.M. TO 6:30 P.M.

MAINSTREAM MOVIE

FIVE POINTS FOUNTAIN

BRINGS MIX OF INDIE ROCK TO MASSES
Soundtrack guides film, introduces
lesser-known music favorites
Ellen Meder

ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR

There is bad news for fa ns of t he
recent Columbia Picture’s fi lm “Nick and
Norah’s Infinite Playlist.” The movie’s
soundtrack is ver y definitely limited.
Fortunately that only applies to duration,
not quality of music.
A lt hough rep or t s t h at t he “ Nic k
a n d N o r a h” s o u n d t r a c k i s i n t h e
process of dethroning the soundtrack
of “Garden State” as the preeminent
movie compilation of Indie music can
quickly be debunked with a look at the
track listing, the soundtrack will quickly
become addictive for those who paid the
background music any mind during the
movie.
The f ilm, which details a group of
quirk y, awk ward, Indie music-loving
high school students’ night of destiny,
drunkenness and driving around New
York City, really revolves around music.
The audience is lead to believe from the
start that the daughter of a music mogul
and a slightly emo guitarist are meant to
be together, simply based on their near
matching iTunes libraries.
With a relatively bland plot that is true
to misunderstood high school students
to the point that any graduate with an
aversion to Top-40 could have written the
plot, it is the sincerity of the characters
and the music that ties the fi lm together.
Not af ra id to almost ma ke f u n of
the characters, the fi lm illuminates the
stereotypical, yet dead on, mentality of
music lovers who have a need to discover

new mu sic a l t a lent f i r st a nd cla i m
underground bands as t heir ow n. I n
that right, it is fair to assume that music
listeners who are most like the film’s
characters would immediately pledge
their love to the artists on this album,
but also make sure that everyone knows
that they were worshiping them three
years ago.
The top tier of alternative music makes
an appearance in recognizable bands like
Vampire Weekend, with “Ottoman,” and
We A re Scientists’ 2008 single “After
Hours.”
O t he r me mo r ab le s o n g s i n c lu d e
“Fever” by Clap Your Hands Say Yeah’s
protégé Takka Takka and “Silvery Sleds”
by Army Navy.
The four bonus tracks available from
the iTunes store on the Deluxe Edition
of the original motion picture soundtrack
are certainly worth the additional fee.
Hailing from Sweden (major street credit
for knowing international underground
bands), indie instrumental pop group
Marching Band is a worthy extra with
“Trust Your Stomach.” Additionally, the
only song of Michael Cera’s character
Nick O’Lear y ’s f ict ional queencore
band, The Jerk Offs, “Screw The Man”
is priceless and will no doubt bring back
memories of high school battle of the
bands competitions at fi lthy clubs.
With an overall mellow, instrumental
and hipster vibe that alternates between
catchy, upbeat tunes, and angsty, forlorn
ballads, allowing “Nick and Norah” to
provide the playlist for your next late
night adventure is not all wrong.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu

With the impending presidential
election looming less than a month
away, this mock political rally will
focus on citizenship and civic duty
for children and adults
alike. Put on by House of
Frames and Paintings, Inc.,
of 2828 Devine St., the event
will include music, political
leaders and fun, all with the art of
Theodore Seuss Geisel, better
known as the children’s book
author and illustrator Dr.
Seuss, with its strong political
and environmental statements,
in mind. Hofp will begin their
exhibit of Seuss’ greatest works of
art on Oct. 14. In the spirit of civic
duty and in the words of Dr. Seuss:
“You have brains in your head.
You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself, any
direction you choose.”
Courtesy of MCT Campus
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Vinyl sales double while
CDs continue to decline

Singer suceeds in
country crossover
USC graduate breaks
traditional racial barriers
with new hit single
Mario Tarradell
MCT Campus

Darius Rucker can play it
down all he wants, but his
breakthrough as a country
artist makes him historic.
Rucker, best known as the
lead vocalist of pop group
Hootie & the Blowfish, is
officially the first successful
black country singer since
Charley Pride emerged in
1966.
That’s an astounding 42year span. Not only that,
Rucker’s debut single “Don’t
Think I Don’t Think About
It” is the first No. 1 country
hit by a black artist since
Pr ide’s “ Night G a me s”
reached t he pin nacle in
1983. That’s a n equally
astounding 25 years.
Add the chart-topping
status of his debut country
C D, “ L e a r n t o L i v e ,”
which sold 60,414 copies
its inaugural week at retail,
according to Nielsen
SoundScan, and the 42-yearold South Carolina native
has an instant spot in the
record books.
“Charley Pride is such a
legend in country music,
a legend in general,” says
Rucker by phone from New
York City. “To be the fi rst
one in 25 years is just crazy.
I can’t ex plain it. Some
other people have tried. I’d
like to think it’s just the

song. Maybe it’s more. I’m
proud to be that guy. But I
don’t make music for that.
I wanted to make a record
people wanted to listen to.”
He did just that. “Learn
to Live” is a solid country
record. This isn’t a Hootie
d isc w it h f iddle a nd
steel guitar tacked on as
accessories. With help from
top songwriters in Nashville
and traditionalist producer
Frank Rogers (Brad Paisley,
Josh Turner), Rucker crafted
a bona fide countr y CD.
That’s quite a feat in these
days of former pop stars
making watered down yet
lucrative country.
“That was a major thing
to me,” says Rucker about
the authenticity of “Learn
to Live.” “This is something
I wa nt to do for a long
time. This is my growing
up record. I wa nted to
make something closer to
a Dwight Yoakam record.
This was my shout out to
Dwight. He’s the coolest
man.”
It’s about time we saw
another successf ul black
country artist.
But plent y of black
country acts have gotten
attention and failed to score
at radio and retail. Last year
it was Rissi Palmer from
Jacksonville, N.C. Her selftitled debut CD and its three
singles collectively stiffed.
Before her, in 1998, we
h a d L o u i s i a n a’s Tr i n i
Triggs, a strapping, goodlooking man with a strong
voice and charisma to spare.
Curb Records couldn’t turn

Vintage music medium
finds new niche
with college students
Greg Kot

MCT Campus

Darla Khazei / MCT Campus

Darius Rucker, lead singer of USC’s own Hootie and the
Blowfish, reinvented himself as a country solo artist.
him into a star. And before
him we had Cleve Francis, a
cardiologist turned country
singer who recorded three
fruitless albums between
1992 and 1994.
We’re not forg et t i ng
C ow b o y Tr o y . But h i s
short-lived success was more
about the novelty of a black
country rapper than about
being a viable artist.
So t hen why Dar ius
Rucker? For one, his label,
C apit ol Na s hv i l le , h a s
promoted him correct ly
and incessantly. He’s been
presented as an easygoing,
dow n-to-eart h g uy who
genuinely wanted to make
a cou nt r y record. Plu s,
“Don’t Think I Don’t Think

About It” is i ndeed t he
right song. It’s that perfect
combination of traditional
and mainstream with an
immediate melody and hook
that f lows from Rucker’s
smooth vocal performance.
And of course his standing
as the lead singer of Hootie
& the Blowfish didn’t hurt.
“That got probably got
me into some offices that I
might have not gotten into,”
he says. “Some people saw
me that might have not seen
me otherwise. But I still
believe that in the long run
it is the song.”
He may be right. But it’s
a song already loaded with
history.

Presidential election gives SNL extra boost
Late-night sketch comedy show feeds on quirky
candidates and chaos of political arena
Gail Pennington
MCT Campus

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Comedian Tina Fey will be impersonating Gov. Sarah
Palin on Saturday Night Live until the Nov. 4 election.

The lively primary season
a nd pi vot a l p r e s ide nt i a l
election have been very, very
good to “Sat u rday Night
Live,” making the 33-year-old
late-night show appointment
viewing again.
Luckily, Lorne Michaels
and company saw t he
opportunity coming, jumping
in last spring to extend this
season’s schedule to 22 live
shows, f rom a t y pical 20,
with seven of those fi rst-run
episodes leading into the Nov.
4 election. A nd beginning
this week, “SNL” went live
in prime time with half-hour
“Weekend Update”-driven
episodes, which continue at
9:30 p.m. EDT on the next
two Thursdays.
So far this season, “SNL”
has capitalized — and how —
on the uncanny resemblance
of for mer cast member
Tina Fey to the Republican
vice presidential nominee,
A lask a G ov. Sarah Pal i n.
Fey gets particular kudos for
mimicking Palin’s voice so
precisely.

HALF OFF your 1st hair service with
Bailey @ Shear 5 in 5 Pointsts

Call Bailey: 803.873.4218
4218
Offer expires Dec. 30th

Por t r ay a l s of t he t wo
presidential candidates have
been more problematic. Darrell
Hammond does a believable,
if not dead- on, ver sion of
Republican Sen. John McCain
and continues to be pressed into
service as former President Bill
Clinton.
B u t t h e c h o i c e o f Fr e d
Armisen to play Democratic
S e n . B a r ac k Ob a m a d re w
criticism because Armisen is
white. (He jokes that the point
is moot because “I grew up on
a hippie commune and things
were pretty loose there. My dad
told me we don’t really know
who my mother is, so she can be
one of many races.”)
A big hurdle for “SNL” to
get past was the heroic aura that
surrounded Obama and made
it difficult for some comics to
make fun of him. “But sooner or
later, everyone does something
to irritate us,” Michaels told TV
critics this summer.
Ratings to date have rewarded
the show’s focus on politics.
Viewership for the first three
episodes of the season was up
52 percent from last year, NBC
boasts.

CHICAGO — At a time when
convenience and portability
rule for consumers listening
to mu sic col lec t ion s on
MP3 players, the stodgy old
vinyl album and turntable
are making an unexpected
comeback.
While CD sales continue
a double-digit decline, sales
of vinyl albums have doubled
in the last year to 6 million
and turntable sales increased
80 percent last year. The
re s u rgence i s b ei ng led
not just by Baby Boomers
nostalgic for gatefold album
sleeves and the pops and
scratches of favorite records,
but by college-age consumers
discovering the elaborate
a r t work of v i ny l- a lbu m
packaging for the first time,
and entranced by the grittier,
less-artificial sound quality.
“We’re seeing the (vinyl)
resurgence in all walks of life:
from 50-year-old guys who
want high-quality product to
match their high-end stereos
to 19 year-old kids who are
sick of the minimalist Ikea
design that has plagued dorm
rooms for the last decade,”
says Ken Shipley, co-owner
of t he Numero Group, a
Chicago label that specializes
in reissues of underground
soul music. “Vinyl is the new
books.”
This year, 40 percent of
the label’s income is coming
from vinyl sales.
Sundazed Music , a New
York-based reissue label, has
seen vinyl sales surge 500
percent in t he last t hree
years. The percentage is far
lower at major labels, but still
significant enough to warrant
not only reissues of classic
titles such as Radiohead’s
“OK Computer,” but new
titles as well.
Wa r ner Brot her s sold
12,000 vinyl copies of the
W h ite St r ipes’ 20 07 release “Ick y Thu mp” and
sold out a 5,000-copy run
of a $115.98 vinyl boxed set
of Metallica’s latest album,
“Death Magnetic.”
Matador Records, home
to such bands as Cat Power,
Yo La Tengo and Mission of
Burma, is seeing a doubledigit percentage increase in
vinyl sales. “We can’t press
it fast enough,” says Matador
General Manager Patrick
Amory.
“You have to get in line
now at these pressing plants,
which is amazing, because
v i nyl was v ir t ually nonexistent two or three years
ago,” adds Bil l G ag non ,
sen ior v ice pre sident of
catalog marketing at EMI
Music.
It’s being presented as a
cool thing, not anachronistic,
wh ich wa s t he late ‘ 9 0 s
attitude.”
Though Gagnon says vinyl
will eventually make up about
4 percent of EMI’s revenue,
it’s a profitable business that
will have long-lasting appeal,
in part because a younger
generation is getting hooked
on it.
Eric Shah, a 23-year-old law
student at Loyola University,
says he didn’t start buying
vinyl to be cool, but because

“I like the sound. It’s closer
to the sound you might hear
in the studio when the music
is being recorded. I like the
idea of listening to an artist’s
work on vinyl. It becomes a
process. You sit down, play
through a side, it becomes
more singular because you’re
more focused on it.”
Allie Samata, a 20-yearold studying architecture at
the University of Illinois at
Chicago, rhapsodizes about
“the emotional connection
of placing the record on the
turntable, putting the needle
dow n a nd s it t i n g t here
with your friends to listen.
It’s definitely a community
experience, which I don’t get
from downloading an MP3
file. It’s as close to going to a
concert as you can get.”
T he d i s ad v a nt a g e s of
vinyl are numerous: tough
to transport, bulky to store,
easy to damage.
MP3 files have enabled
consumers to essentially pack
their entire music collection
in a dev ice t he size of a
cigarette box and listen to it
any time, anywhere. Clearly,
digital is the future of music,
and t he re-emergence of
vinyl won’t change that. But
hard-core music lovers are
a demanding bunch, and
they still want a tangible
connection to the music that
a digital file can’t provide.
“There’s an art to making
a vinyl album, and it invites
s e r iou s l i s t e n i n g,” s a y s
Matador’s Amory.
“For me, v inyl is more
of a p e r s o n a l l i s t e n i n g
e x p e r i e n c e ,” s a y s B e n
Me yer son , 22, who i s
studying journalism at the
University of Maryland. “I
have my t urntable in my
room, and it’s hands-on — a
compensation for the lack
of physicality you get from
a hard drive and iTunes. It’s
fills a void in my musical
experience.”
There are also legions of
album junkies who insist that
no digital format, whether
compact disc or MP3, can
compare to the sonic richness
of a stylus penetrating the
grooves of a vinyl record.
“There’s a huge difference,”
says singer Sam Phillips. “It
has a little grit and texture
compared to dig ital. It’s
heartbreaking not to have all
that sound on an MP3 file.
“Who would’ve thought?
In the early ‘80s, we were
trying to take all the noise
out by making these really
precise recordings. And now,
we want it all back because it
sounds more real, more like
the work of a human being
instead of a machine.”
The new market for albums
is in part directed at these
audiophiles, with heavier
180-gram discs made out of
so-called “virgin” vinyl more
resistant to the degradation
and warping that accompany
cheaper mater ials. W it h
fewer pressing plants and
more expensive material, the
packaging can get pricey:
Some vinyl albums sell for
double the price of a CD.
The situation was reversed
25 years ago, when compact
discs first came on the market
and were double the price of
most vinyl albums. A handme-down turntable from an
uncle or a flea-market bargain
special won’t necessarily yield
sonic results that satisfy any
more than a low-grade MP3
download.

Where to get Vinyl in
Columbia:
Papa Jazz Record Shoppe, 2014 Greene St., (803)
256-0095, Monday – Saturday 10 a.m.- 7 p.m.
and Sundays 1 p.m.- 6 p.m.
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC NIGHT
8 p.m., $5 under 21/ free over
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TOMORROW

TODAY

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

EURO MOTORCYCLE CLUB
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

USC GRADUATE VOCAL ENSEMBLE
5:30 p.m., free
School of Music Recital Hall,

IN SEARCH OF A MIDNIGHT KISS
9 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.

TORO Y MOI, AUSTIN CRANE, BRASS BED
7 p.m., $8 under 21/ $5 over
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

COLUMBIA JAZZ ORCHESTRA
8:30 p.m., free
Delaney’s Speakeasy, 711 Saluda Ave.

VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NITE
8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

HOROSCOPES

10/13/08

1234567890-=
ARIES The odds of
a project’s succeeding are
much better if you start it
now. If you want vibes on
your side, Tuesday’s better.

LEO You’re an x ious
to get going on something
that’s new and exciting. Do
your routine chores quickly
to get them out of the way.

TAURUS Be careful
at work; there will be lots of
reversals. People will change
their minds about what they
want and how they want to
get it.

V I RG O R u n t he
numbers out, bot h dow n
a nd ac ross. You ca n get
the funding you need for a
domestic project, but you’ll
have to work at it.

GEMINI

You’re so
popular, it’s hard to keep
your appointments straight.
T h a t ’s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e
now, since the details keep
changing. Your calendar’s
getting to be a mess.

C A NC ER

D o n’t
argue with the boss, or say
much of anything. Even a
word of agreement could be
misconstrued as criticism.

L I BR A

You pr ide
yourself at working well with
others. You’ll get to test that
theory again, as a strongwilled person tries to order
you around.

SCORPIO

There’s a
sense of urgency at the job. If
things haven’t heated up yet,
just wait. And be prepared.

S AGI T TA R I US
Your luck’s getting better.

T h is t i me, you r biggest
dec ision s i nvolve wh ich
of the many invitations to
accept.
ACROSS

CAPRICORN

You
may be a little bit short on
patience now. Take care not
to bite somebody’s head off
unless, of course, it’s totally
necessary.

AQUARIUS

You’re
liable to get sucked into a
book or the Internet for the
next couple of days. Let your
family know you still love
them, but that you’re on a
quest for the answers.

PISCES

Do what you
always do, to make money,
that is. If you don’t have
anything, there’s a good job
nearby that needs somebody
with your skills.

1 Action flick staple
11 Christmas, Easter,
etc.
15 Up the duties
16 Blood-related
17 Water-cooler rumors
18 Prose finisher?
19 Wholesale club
20 Bankrupt
22 __ culpa
23 Alpine tool
25 Observation
27 Singer Lopez
30 Misdirected
32 Worth mentioning
34 Overtake on foot
35 Shopping ctr.
36 ER staffers
38 VW model

10/13/08

1 2 3 4

for 10/08/08

39 Dinger or drum

2 Pilgrimage to

starter

Mecca

41 Tranquilizes

3 Is not well

44 Peterson and Wilde

4 Compass dir.

46 Part of SALT

5 Neurological test

48 DeGeneres or

letters

Barkin

6 Shopper's stop

49 Wheel-alignment

7 Offhand

measure

8 Former Philly pro,

50 Ill-gotten profit

so to speak

52 Keats piece

9 Nuremberg

53 Goddess of

negative

the moon

10 Artificial interna-

55 Rose of Guns

tional language

N' Roses

11 Adjective-forming

28 Former Redskins

47 Steamship line

58 Lilliputian

suffix

home

founder

60 "Wayne's World"

12 Airline-safety figure

29 Burials

51 Beany's pal

co-star

13 Art of words

31 Excavated

54 Travel channel?

63 Ballet skirt

14 Backdoor

33 Joined, redundantly

55 Chevy model

64 Plotters

21 One in hate mode

37 Pc.

56 Generation after

65 City on the Irtysh

23 Daughter of

40 NetZero rival

boomers

River

Cadmus

42 Smidge

57 Disappear, as

66 Type of pliers

24 Mild chelating

43 Quiet finish of

symptoms

agents

fame or fortune

59 Laugh loudly

26 Kingston Trio hit

45 French key

61 Mature

27 Mix of oaters

46 Singer Renata

62 Take off

DOWN
1 Plagiarize

Solutions from 10/08/08
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates

Additional Info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Apartments

Help Wanted
AQUATIC TOXICOLOGIST
Mature, dependable person desired to fill
PT position for weekend work in an
aquatic toxicity laboratory. Applicants
must be able to work 8/hrs on Saturday
and 8/hrs on Sunday, 3/weekends/mo.
Applicants should have a science background and must have good reading,
writing, communication and mathematical skills. Send resume to
Human Resources, 106 Vantage Point
Drive W. Cola, SC 29172 RE: Toxicity
Analyst Position EOE/M/F/D/VP

Roommates

Housing-Rent
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
SHANDON - 4BR 2BA hdwd flrs big
rooms 3/4 mile to USC fenced yard pets
ok $1345. 318-0729
ROSEWOOD
3BR 2BA hoome. Playroom & lg deck
$1000/mo. The Wolfe Co. 771-4567
Great location 1116 Woodrow St.
Lg duplex 3BR 2BA w/d CH&A 1 yr
lease. Deposit + first mo. $1050/mo +
util.
No
pets
803-933-9017
or
803-467-3142 803-546-8388

For Sale
Townhouse off Rosewood, 2 Br. 2 1/2
Ba. Carpet, CH/A, 2 yrs.old. $145,000.
Call Christy (803)929-2234.
MATTRESS/BED SETS - Still in plastic.
Full sets start @ 129. Students receive
an additional 15% off! Delivery and layaway available. Bedtime Mattress Outlet
2040 August Rd W. Cola,.
Just 4 miles from USC. 739-8212
www.BedtimeMattressOutlet.com

Help Wanted
TELEMARKETERS
NEEDED NOW!!

Holiday Retail Salesperson
Hardworking and personable. Fax resume along with class schedule to
799-1147 Attn: Heather
AVON REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED!
Great opportunity make extra spending
money! Set your own hrs. Be your own
boss. Work right out of your house/room.
50% commission. Call Amy at 394-8494
or email amy.rollison@yahoo.com
Pawn shop seeking PT Sales Associate
Must be honest, hardworking, well
groomed & able to lift heavy objects. Will
work around your school schedule.
Please call Jon at 256-1888. Peoples
Pawn Shop, Inc. 1324 Assembly St.
Downtown Columbia.
Students looking for PT work, flexible
hours, evening. No selling. Knowledge of
computers a plus. Pleasant working conditions. Call Will or David at 799-5740.

Help Wanted
Child Care
NANNY WANTED - Young, fun family
Irmo area has immediate opening for a
nanny for our 2 girls (7&10) M-F
2:45-6pm, w/possible FT in summer.
Resp.
include.
making
afternoon
snack,helping w/homework, taking kids
to lessons. Must be very dependable
and trustworthy and have a safe, insured
vehicle. $10/hr contact Lela @ 743-2767

PT Hours. Must have excellent
speaking voice!
Earn $200- $500/wk.

Irmo Day Care -. PT position availabel
working with 1 y.o 2-6:00pm. Daycare
exp a plus. Call 781-5439.

Free cell phone!
Call 269-1709
GO TO www.GetAJobNow.biz

Help Wanted
Restaurants

PT RECEPTIONIST
Seven Doors, an upscale salon, located
in downtown Columbia is seeking a receptionist. Skills needed: customer service, phone, computer/cash register and
time management. Nice appearance a
must. Email resume or work history to
sevendoors@bellsouth.net

LOCALS IN 5TS. - Now accepting applications for bartenders barbacks and
doormen. Experience helpful but not
necessary. Apply in person 4-7pm
Thurs or Fri only. 640 Harden St.

BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.

Sun Ming Chinese Restaurant
is looking for a PT Manager and servers.
If interested, please call 732-4488 for an
interview or stop by our location at
7509 St. Andrews Road, Irmo

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

EFFICIENCY 1&2 BEDROOMS
STARTING AT $700
all utilities, cable, high speed wireless
roadrunner internet included. $100 Security Depoisit/receive 1 month free rent
with a 12 month lease term.
Cornell Arms Apartments 799-1442

Looking for m/f rmmtes to share 3BR
2BA house. $380 + util. Length of lease
nego. Roewood Area. 5 minutes from
USC. Call 513-3306 for more info.

DEADLINE

•

Office hours: M-F

Help Wanted
Drivers
Carolina Children’s Home a residential
treatment center providing general psychiatric services for adolescents, is
seeking several on-call PT employees to
drive children throughout the state on an
as needed basis $6.55/hr + .29 per mile.
Must possess a High School Diploma
and valid SCDL. SLED & Drug test required. Send resumes with availability
to transporter position PO Box 4465
Columbia SC 29240 or fax 790-6555.
No phone calls or walk-ins. EOE

Services
Serious financial problems?
Confidential bankruptcy advice.
Start fresh. Free consultations. 779-1700
www.MatthewsandMegna.com
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Tutoring
Services
Need tutoring in spanish? 25 years of
teaching all ages. 926-3126

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Doing it daily.

www.dailygamecock.com
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A Tale of Two Smelleys
Michael Baumann

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Redshirt sophomore quarterback Chris Smelley seemed to have the starting quarterback job locked down after his
phenomenal showing against Ole Miss. He sputtered out of the gate against Kentucky, however, overthrowing open
receivers and turning the ball over before being pulled in favor of redshirt freshman Stephen Garcia, who will start
for USC next week against LSU, USC Coach Steve Spurrier said in a post-game press conference Saturday.

RUNNING ● Continued from 12
overrated against Florida,
then it will at some point this
season. Spurrier and his son
need to fi nd out some way to
get a ground attack working or
else USC will pay dearly for it
eventually.
Garcia may be the answer
and USC fans may see
Tebow-l i ke st rateg y f rom
the offense in the upcoming
games. However, there is a
big difference between Tim
Tebow ’s bat t le-ha rdened,
Heisman-carrying, 6-foot-3,
240 pound frame and Garcia’s
young, mostly untested, 6-foot2, 221 pound body.
The fat her-son Spurrier
team needs to find some way
to get a ground game working
through its running backs.
If they don’t, there’s a good
chance someone or something
is going to get hurt. Whether
it’s a vulnerable Garcia running
upfield, getting blindsided by a
250-pound linebacker while
trying to make a play or it’s me,
hoping, praying for a successful
Carolina season only to get
blindsided by some too fast,
too strong, too prepared SEC
team, remains to be seen.
CRAZY ● Continued from 12

Smelley vs. Ole Miss
22-for-32 for 327 yards
three TD, INT
nine carries, -10 yards rushing
Took 100 percent of offensive snaps
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Smelley vs. Kentucky
nine-for-23 for 105 yards
TD, two INT
four carries, 17 yards rushing, fumble
Left game in third quarter

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
0802566
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Senior wide receiver Kenny
McKinley broke the all-time
school receptions record, only
to fumble after the catch. The
two leaders in yards per carry
for the Gamecocks were the
two quarterbacks, Garcia and
Smelley. Finally, following his
84-yard kick return to set up
USC’s f irst touchdown and
his 81-yard block field goal
return for Carolina’s second
touchdown, junior cornerback
Captain Munnerlyn had out
gained USC’s offense at halftime
165 yards to 133 yards.
Things got a little crazy in
Commonwealth Stadium to
say the least. If nothing else, it
certainly was good preparation
for the Gamecocks as they come
home to face LSU on Saturday
at 8 p.m. on ESPN.
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AROLINA (5-2) 24

KENTUCKY (4-2) 17
Garcia may
face trouble
against LSU
Without run game,
new starter may not
survive next weekend

Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Jordin Lindsey’s block of a Kentucky field goal, returned by Captain Munnerlyn 81 yards for a score, put the Gamecocks up 14-7 in the first half.

More than one way to skin a Wildcat
Carolina beats Kentucky
despite missed field goals,
lethargic first half
Drew Lattier

STAFF WRITER

When the clock expired Saturday,
the South Carolina football team ran
over to the corner of the end zone,
welcomed by a crowd of cheering
Gamecock fans. USC (5-2, 2-2 SEC)
won its fourth straight game this
season, a 24-17 victory on the road
against the Kentucky Wildcats (4-2,
0-2 SEC).
The Gamecocks put up 10 fourth
quarter points after trailing 17-14
throughout the third quarter. Redshirt freshman quarterback Stephen
Garcia came into the ball game
towards the end of the third quarter
to lead USC to the win.
“Obviously a very good win for
us,” USC Coach Steve Spurrier said.
“Stephen [Garcia] surprised us all.
He played pretty good for his fi rst
meaningf ul play ing t ime of t he
year.”
Garcia threw for 169 yards and a
touchdown after starting quarterback
Chris Smelley struggled throughout
the game, accumulating just 105
passing yards while giving up two
interceptions.
“The line did a great job of pass

blocking. The first two plays we
called were quarterback run plays,
trying to get the butterfl ies out, and
it worked,” Garcia said. “I wasn’t
nervous at all.”
The Kent uck y offense started
strong with a pair of first downs
before committing a late hit penalty,
allowing USC to stop the opening
drive and force a punt. Carolina was
able to move the ball in its opening
drive, tak ing the ball downf ield
for 50 yards before being forced to
turn the ball over after Ryan Succop
missed a 49-yard field goal.
A t r ad it ion a l ly sol id k ic ker,
Succop struggled throughout the
game, missing four out of five tries
ranging from 39 to 51 yards. Succop
had been plagued with an abdominal
strain throughout the week, yet
Succop offers no excuses for his
performance.
“I really wasn’t able to practice at
all this week,” Succop said. “But it’s
no excuse for missing field goals.”
After the Carolina defense held
Kentucky to a three and out drive,
the Wildcat defense put the first
points on the board when Kentucky
cornerback Trevard Lindley wrestled
a throw out of the hands of USC
receiver Kenny McKinley and ran it
back 28 yards for the touchdown.
The G a mecock s were able
t o q u ic k l y s h i f t t h e n e g at i v e
moment u m f rom t he pre v iou s
t urnover as Captain Munnerly n

returned a kickoff 84 yards to set
up the offensive drive at Kentucky’s
16-yard line. On the first play of
that drive, Smelley connected with
McKinley in the end zone to tie the
game up at a touchdown a piece.
Both teams struggled to keep the
ball in the fi rst half, combining for
a total of five fumbles and three
interceptions in just the first 30
minutes of play.
After quarterbacks Smelley and
Kentucky’s Mike Hartline traded
off interceptions, Smelley fumbled
the football deep in South Carolina
territor y to set up what seemed
to be an easy Kentuck y score. A
tough USC defense stood up at the
goal line to force the Wildcats to
attempt a field goal from the 3-yard
line. Perfectly executed, Carolina’s
Jordin Lindsey blocked the attempt,
allowing Munnerlyn to pick up the
football in stride and race 81 yards
for the touchdown.
“They [t he W ildcat s] had a n
overload in the field goal, so we all
moved over one man and they didn’t
account for all of us,” Lindsey said.
“We were able to bust through and
jump over the line to get the block.”
The defensive unit cont inued
to play well for Carolina, forcing
Kentucky to punt after just three
plays. USC defensive standouts
Jasper Brinkley and Darian Stewart
led the defense, combining for 15
tackles in the game.

With Carolina clearly in control
of the momentum, USC suffered
a not her co st ly t u r nover when
McK inley f umbled t he football
while being tackled after a short
reception. The veteran receiver’s
mistake set up a drive for Kentucky
starting near midfield. Moving the
ball steadily with a combination of
passes and throws, the Wildcats
were able to even up the score 1414.
The Wildcats closed out the half
with a 51-yard field goal to go into
halftime with a three-point edge.
Weak special teams prevented
Sout h Carolina f rom t y ing t he
game in the third quarter, as Succop
missed two field goal attempts in
the third quarter. Succop was able
to regain his composure to connect
from 42 yards out to bring Carolina
even with Kentucky at 17.
After struggling brief ly, Garcia
strung together a touchdown drive
w it h t he help of some amazing
catches from receiver Jason Barnes.
Barnes fi nished the game with four
receptions for 88 yards. Garcia then
capped off the drive with a 7-yard
toss to Weslye Saunders to take the
lead, 24-17. The 7-point lead would
be enough for the Gamecocks to
close out the game with a muchneeded win.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu

Game takes turn for bizarre
Succop’s collapse, trick play
for touchdown make win surreal
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

There were plenty of moments in USC’s 24-17 victory
over Kentucky in Lexington, Ky. on Saturday that were
enough to make a viewer sit back and go, “Huh?”
However, senior tackle Justin Sorensen may have been
the pinnacle of all those moments when, in the fourth
quarter, on first and goal on the Kentucky 7-yard line,
Sorensen lined up split out wide.
“I looked out at him [Sorensen] and he was in a
receiver’s stance,” redshirt freshman quarterback
Stephen Garcia said with a laugh after the game.
“Alright ...”
The play call that asked for the 6-7, 316 pound senior
from Canada to line up at the skill position was “Cajun.”
A play that USC Coach Steve Spurrier borrowed from
LSU’s playbook after the Tigers broke it out in the
National Championship Game against Ohio State.
“Cajun” calls for Sorensen to line up out wide with
receivers behind him ready to receive a screen pass.
Meanwhile, 6-5, 273-pound sophomore tight end
Weslye Saunders replaces Sorensen on the other side
of the line. Being the last man on his side of the line of
scrimmage, and having a pass-receiving-eligible number
Saunders was able to slip by Kentucky’s defense because
he appeared to merely be the fifth offensive lineman.
“That’s a play we’ve been running all since preseason,” Spurrier said. “We thought that this would be
a good opportunity and we caught the right time right
there on the 7-yard line. It’s an unbalanced line with the
tackle way out, you hope they don’t see your tight end,
Weslye looks like an offensive tackle so we use him for

that.”
However, there were plenty of other things about
Saturday’s game that kept Gamecock fans on the edge
of their seats for all 60 minutes.
For instance, senior kicker Ryan Succop missed
four field goals. Succop was named the SEC Special
Teams Player of the Week by the conference earlier
this season after his performance against UAB and
essentially reversed his numbers from the game against
the Blazers. It’s not expected to have a kicker who is
second on the school list for most career points miss
four field goals, especially when two those misses come
from 40 and 39 yards away, but Spurrier has faith in
his kicker and expects Succop to move past Saturday’s
bump in the road.
“I told him, ‘You’re taking too long!’” Spurrier said.
“Sometimes he looks like me over a four-footer. You
gotta get out there and hit the thing. Hopefully he’ll get
it out of his system at practice this week.”
One other Gamecock had a sub-par performance
that was unexpected by fans and that was redshirt
sophomore quarterback Chris Smelley. Smelley finished
the game 9-23 for 105 yards with one touchdown
and two interceptions. After Smelley dominated Ole
Miss’ defensive secondary two games ago the Carolina
Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
faithful thought that Spurrier had finally found his
Weslye Saunders scored the game-winning TD.
quarterback this year. After Smelley’s two interceptions
and one fumble, with the Gamecocks down by three,
Spurrier had seen enough though. Smelley was benched
“There’s no one to blame but myself for the way that
in favor of Garcia.
“Chris just couldn’t hit anybody, I don’t know how I played,” Smelley said. “I had guys open and didn’t
else to say it, his ball was just off,” Spurrier said. “Finally hit them and didn’t make plays when I needed to so I
I just said, ‘We’ve got to watch Stephen play. We’ve got definitely put the blame on me for not performing.”
to see if he can hit something.’”
Aside from those obvious miscues, mistakes and
Among those most upset with Smelley’s performance general curiosities there were a few other moments
was the young quarterback himself. Smelley took the during the game that left many scratching their heads.
blame for not only his disappointing numbers but the
rest of the offense’s as well.
CRAZY ● 11

The Gamecocks have won
four games straight. They’ve
finally evened their record
in the SEC to 2-2. ESPN
decided to pick up Carolina’s
matchup against LSU for
8 p.m. on Saturday. After a
poor showing by the Bayou
B e n g a l s
against Florida
on Sat u rday
n ight, t h is
week’s game
suddenly
look s l i ke a
potential win.
MICHAEL
If USC could
AGUILAR
b u m p it s e l f
Fourth-year
up to 6-2, all
English
of the sudden
student
it has turned
itself back into
a competitor
after a more than
disappointing start.
Let the SEC East title talk
begin.
However, after watching
Carolina against Kentucky
it’s obvious there are still
plenty of scary things about
t h is tea m. I don’t mea n
scary as in, the rest of the
SEC should feel like that
girl in t he “Quarant ine”
trailers right before she gets
sucked into the darkness by
some unknown creature. I
mean scary as in, if Steve
Spurrier doesn’t get some of
his ducks in a row not only
could Carolina fans see a
couple more losses out of this
team but someone, namely
freshman quarterback
Stephen Garcia, could get
hurt.
The number one problem
that this team faces is a lack
of a running game. A run
game can control the clock,
give the defense a rest and
open up the passing game
dow nf ield. However, t he
biggest problem that a lack of
a run game presents is that it
makes Carolina’s offense onedimensional. If you caught
any of the LSU game you
saw what a one-dimensional
offense looks like against a
strong, fast defense such as
Florida’s.
LSU has depended on its
ground game, specifically
running back Charles Scott,
for offensive production thus
far this season. When the
Gators keyed in on Scott
and stopped him, LSU had
nowhere to go and nothing
to do. Lack of experience at
quarterback shone through
in the less-than-optimal play
of LSU’s Jarrett Lee.
Without the threat of Mike
Davis, Bobby Wallace, Brian
Maddox or Eric Baker going
for more than 100 yards, as
only Davis has done once this
season, LSU’s defense will
have no shame in its myopic
focus on the pass. With the
strength of the Tigers’ front
seven it’s unlikely that the
Gamecocks will see more
than four defenders rushing
the quarterback at a time.
LSU w ill drop plent y of
men into coverage, Kenny
McK inley will see double
teams and Jason Barnes will
be matched up against bigger
and stronger corners than he
has seen yet this season.
If the Gamecocks’ weak
ground attack doesn’t shine
through against an LSU team
that appeared completely
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